Inhibition by hydroxy-N-methyl elliptinium of precancerous mammary hyperplastic alveolar nodule formation in mice.
Daily subcutaneous injections of 5 micrograms hydroxy-N-methyl elliptinium for 4 weeks in a high mammary tumor strain of SHN virgin mice was found to decrease the number of precancerous mammary hyperplastic alveolar nodules (HAN) associated with the increase in the number of ghosts, the remnants of regressed HAN. On the other hand, the treatment had little influence on the normal mammary lobulo-alveolar system, serum prolactin level, estrous cycle and endocrine organ weights. The results have demonstrated that elliptinium can inhibit the formation of HAN and induce their regression with no modulation of endogenous conditions of mammotropic hormones.